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REVEREND SIR, : 


HEN Mr. Lindſey reſigned 

\ V the Vicarage of Catterick, that 
>, ſtep was immediately attended 
with conſequences moſt im- 

portant to Chriſtianity. The novelty of 
the thing, and the indiſputable. proof it 
— AS afforded _ 
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afforded of his ſincerity, excited a ſpirit of 
enquiry, and turned the attention of great 
numbers to a point, which they had be- 
fore but little conſidered. Serious conſi- 
deration produced ſerious conviction, in a 
variety of individuals, that the Church 
| had exceeded her authority; and while 
ſhe profeſſed to ground her whole form 
and fabric on Holy Scripture alone, had 


eſtabliſhed doctrines utterly inconſiſtent with 
that infallible Guide. ; 


Theſe conſequences, the watchful mili- 
tary of the eſtabliſhment foreſaw ; and 
one champion, more zealous than the 
reſt, made a precipitate effort to prevent 
them, Scarce had the throbs of parting 
ceaſed to heave the good man's heart, the | 
affectionate tears yet ſtood in the eyes of 
his pariſhioners, when Eraſmus, in a public 
news-paper, made an infamous attack '6n 
his character, attributing to him almoſt 
every ſpecies of human degeneracy, and 
giving the higheſt finiſhing to his invec- 
tive, by a profeſſed belief, that the con- 
ſcientious ſeceder had © endangered the 


* See Etaſnius's Letter in the Vork Chronicle, dated 
Jan. 14, 1274s 8 | 
| 66 loſs 


45s) 
ec loſs of God's favour for ever.“ Such 
was the charity of one orthodox Divine 
(for Eraſmus is a Miniſter of the Church of 
England, and a Doctor of Divinity) towards 
a Chriſtian brother, whoſe only crime was, 
that he had ſacrificed every earthly hope to 
a tender conſcience, and, in obedience to 
his heavenly Maſter, had feared neither 


poverty nor reproach ! 


You will perceive, that my view in this 
addreſs to you has no afhnity to what 
Eraſmus attempted with reſpect to Mr. 
Lindſey. It is, indeed, the reverſe. I 
-wiſh to turn the attention of every Miniſ- 
ter of the Eſtabliſhment to an example ſo 
edifying, to raiſe an holy emulation in all 
of them (and theſe, I am convinced, are - 
not an inconſiderable minority) who hold 
ſimilar ſentiments with yourſelf. _ It is 
high time for every ſerious Clergyman, 
who ſees the grievous. errors .of our Pub- 
lic -Forms, to exert the moſt earneſt en- 
deavours. Something may , poſſibly yet 
be done; and every one, who would 
maintain the character of an honeſt man, 
or fill his ſtation with any degree of uſe- 
fulneſs to his congtegation, wWill feel it to 
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3 
be his duty to do all that may be in his 
power ! | 


When it is known, even to the plaineſt 


Chriſtians, how very diſtant ' our public 


offices are from the genuine Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and that frequently he who 
reads them is either an unprincipled pre- 
varicator, or feels, at the time, the moſt 
painful ſelf-condemnation; what can this 
bring forth, but either contempt and ſcorn, 
with regard to one part of the officiating 
Clergy ; or, with regard to another, a ſort 
of pity, mixed with indignation, at their 
paſſive ſubmiſſion, under ſuch an unhal- 
lowed load of human impoſition? At 
beſt, even when they are read by the moſt 
ſerious approvers of them, what can it 
bring forth in the hearts of that numerous 
body of the Laity, who have formed their 
notions of the Divine Nature on a diſpaſ- 


ſionate ſtudy of the Scriptures, but un- 
pleaſing reflexions, that the countenance 


of their example has been given to a ſyſ- 
tem which truth and reaſon condemn ? 


Thus religion becomes a farce ; true de- 


votion, which warms, and elevates, and 


mends 


(7.1 


mends the heart, which engages the wor- 
ſhipper in converſation with God, is unex- 
erciſed. The people leave the Church un- 
edified, and, probably, in no long time, 
will leave it for ever, and (ſuch of them as 
may think it worth the while to have any 
religion at all) ſeek edification in a way 
ſeverely mortifying to the Patrons of an 
unreformed and deſpiſed: Ritual. 


This, Sir, is an event which I have long 
thought likely enough to happen ; and I 
think too, that thole whom it more par- 
ticularly concerns, if they would open their 
eyes, may foreſee it to be at no great diſ- 
tance. If they hope to prevent it, they 
muſt do it by other means than turning 
a deaf ear to all the moſt ſolemn, the moſt 
reaſonable, the moſt moving ſolicitations 
and remonſtrances. They may deſpiſe the 
Candid Diſquifitions, they may deſpiſe the 
Confeſſional, they may deſpiſe the Clerical 
worthy Petitioners, they may treat with 
diſregard thoſe who feemed to have a pecu- 
liar claim to their attention, Mr. Wollaſton, 
and his aſſociates: but what will they do 
when left to themſelves, and ſuch an ill- 

principled, or ill- informed Clergy, as they 
n n | may 


} 


68) 
may be able to pick up, who either know 
nothing of Chriſtianity, or care n 
about it? | 


In our preſent circumſtances it ſeems e- 
qually impoſſible either to conceal the light 
from the riſing generation, or that thoſe 
among them of ingenuous minds, and 
Chriſtian diſpoſitions, ſhould be forward to 
engage in the ſervice of an eſtabliſhment, 
which they muſt be aware will fo n 
diſtreſs them. i 


The time was, when men were induced 
to digeſt many ſore inconveniences, by. the 


4 fear of incurring the imputation and guilt 
of Schiſm. Thus the Church held firm 


to her Communion many, who, would 
otherwiſe have relieved themſelves by ſe- 
ceſſion. It is, however, now. no ſecret, 
that he is not a Schiſmatic who ſecedes, 
but thoſe, whoſe obſtinately-retained errors 
make the ſeceſſion neceſſary. It is no ſe- 
cret, that the religion of Jeſus Chriſt is 
eſſentially connected with no eſtabliſhment 
upon earth. It can and will bring ſerious 
enquirers to Salvation, though it were per- 


aue in every nation under heaven. Cod, 


WhO 


(9) 
who was the planner and author of it; has 
given it powers, which nothing human 
can controul. | 


It is utterly indifferent to the true be- 
liever, whether he be acknowledged by 
this, or that, or any viſible Church. On Chriſt 
he depends, as his Guide, his King, 
and Judge. To Chriſt alone he is ac- 
countable, and Chriſt's religion is fully 
and plainly revealed in the books of in- 
ſpired. Scripture. - He who receives it with 
an honeſt heart, and ſhews forth its in- 
fluence in an holy and righteous conver- 
ſation, will need no Credentials, from ei- 
ther Biſhop or Preſbytery, at the day of 
ſolemn account, Where only good works, 
and a pure conſcience, will intitle to re- 
ward, #46 | 


Individuals, if they: have a willing mind, 
may therefore ſecure ſalvation, by their 
own diligence in the ſearch of Chriſtian 
knowledge. But is it likely that this 
will be done either by ſo many, or with 
ſo forcible an example, as under the influ- 
ence of a righteous public Inſtitute? A 
public Inſtitute can be neceſſary, or expe- 
. od m tn een Shive - 
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dient, (and expedient, at leaſt, it is, in a 


very high degree) only ſo far as it ſets 
forth the genuine doctrines of. Jeſus Chriſt. 
Whatever is eſtabliſhed beyond. theſe, is an 
incumbrance upon religion, and impedes 
its progreſs and practice. 

When therefore deviations are diſco- 
vered, it will become - the duty of thoſe 
who have the adminiſtration of the Inſti- 
tute, to recur to the original charter, by 
which only they hold, or ought to hold, 
their authority; and this duty will be the 
more indiſpenſable, in proportion as. the 
deviations are important. For if it is 
true, that a Divine Revelation has been 
made, it muſt be equally true, that all the 
concern of men in it is to receive and 
practiſe it as it was given, ſubtracting no- 
thing, and adding nothing of their own. 
He, who can do nothing imperfectly, 
„ never made his work for man to mend.” 


If this be ſo, what ſhall excuſe thoſe, 
who having the power, neglect the edifi- 
cation of the whole; who inforcing the 
doctrines of fallible men, and thoſe too 
expreſsly contradictory to the Doctrines of 


Chriſt, divide the great body of Chriſ- 
| tians 


(11) 

tians into little unimportant Societies; aud 
inſtead of that brotherly love and fer- 
vent charity, which ought to diſtin- 

guiſh the Chriſtian calling, miniſter ever- 
laſting occaſion to unedifying debates and 
animoſities? Debates and animoſities will 
ever be the conſequence, while men have 
any concern for their ſalvation, where hu- 
man eftabliſhments take ground of their 
-own, and fix their Pale either within, or 
beyond, the limits 1 Ne wy the 
" Goſpel. 


Thoſe, who originally n uch a 
ſtate of things, would have done well to 
have conſidered; how Chrift had eircum- 
ſcribed their powers; and thoſe, who, 
finding it already ſettled, become guilty of 
-1ts continuance, by withholding their en- 
deavours to amend it, would likewiſe do 
well, to conſider, that they are no other- 
wiſe overſeers of the flock, but as they are 
delegated by Chriſt. If they are not ac- 
countable in this life, they muſt make aę- 
count hereafter, and their conduct will be 
ſcrutinized, with a ſtrictneſs proportionable 
to the value of the talents committed to 
their truſt, 
Can 


FED ( 12) 

Can it be ſuppoſed, that they forget that 
ſuch a E is to follow? Charity for- 
bids us to ſuppoſe it; and they account for 
their conduct in a way, which will be con- 
ſidered by and by. In the mean time, 
they have been repeatedly ſolicited and in- 
treated to bring religion back to that 
ſtandard, which was fixed by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his inſpired Apoſtles. This they own 
to be the only ſtandard of true religion, 
yet refuſe to apply it to the forms and 
articles of the Church. They ſee in- 
fidelity making the moſt alarming inroads, 
in conſequence of an unreaſonable, and un- 
{criptural eſtabliſhment ; and, on the other 
ſide, on the very ſame. account, public 
profligacy breaking down all barriers : ſtill 
they are cool ſpectators. They hear the 
groans of numbers of the inferior Clergy, 
oppreſſed beyond meaſure with the yoke of 
an Egyptian bondage, and ſome of the 
beſt qualified and worthieſt among them 
ſeeking eaſe to their conſciences, by ſeced- 
ing from the Church, and depriving her 


of the benefit of great examples and abili- 


ties: all this affects them not. 


\ 


The 


(187 

The public religion remains at this day 
in the very ſame embryo-ſtate, which it 
was capable of receiving in the dawning 


light of the ſixteenth century ; and the Sur 


of righteouſneſs hath ſhone, and ſhed his in- 
fluence abroad, for now more than twa 
hundred years; ſhall we ſay in vain? 
in vain, certainly, with regard to any pub- 
lic proviſion, that has been made for the 
oy information of the people. 


Let us, however, do juſtice on all ſides, 
and hear the-reaſons given for this, to us, 
amazing inaQtivity, which refuſes to put a 
finger to our burdens. We are told, that 
it is neither ſafe nor prudent to do any thing 
in the matter of reformation ; but of what 
ſort the danger is, or where would be 
the imprudence, we are not informed; 
and we, who ſtand on ſo much lower 


ground, can ſee neither danger, nor im- 
COIL | 


On the contrary, we think we ſee ſome-= 
thing, which might ſeem to juſtify ſome 
riſk, ſome deviation from the cautious mea- 
ſures of prudence, a Neceſſity of reforma- 
tion, if the eſtabliſhment is intended to 


ſubſiſt 


(14) 
ſubſiſt in any degree of utility or credit : 
nay, we feel this Neceſſity to be moſt real, 
and moſt preſſing, with regard to ourſelves, - 
and the continuing of it upon us, to be 
nothing better than dooming us to diſ- 
quietude of conſcience, if we retain, and 
to hunger and nakedneſs, if we quit 
our ſtations. On the reality and preſſure 
of this neceſſity, we inſiſt, and deprecate 
the cruelty of weighing againſt it nothing, 
but prudential motives, which, in ſuch a 
caſe, are lighter than a feather. 


Things remaining as they are, the only 
alleviation, which our diſtreſſes admit, and 
ſo urgently require, is a demonſtration of 
the non- exiſtence of this neceſſity. Why is 
not this done, if it can be done? Let it 
be proved, that our public conſtitution has 
not at all, or not materially, deviated from 


that Goſpel, which it has bound us to re- 


ceive, as containing the whole mind and 
will of God; which alone it has laid us 
under the ſolemneſt engagements to teach, 
« with faithful diligence baniſhing, and 


« driving away all erroneous and ſtrange 


* doctrines, contrary to God's word “.“ 


Form of Ordering Prieſts. 
Many 


ET 
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Many of thoſe, who preſide in our Eccle- 


ſiaſtical affairs, are confeſſedly men of great 


abilities, and it is impoſſible that theſe abi- 
lities ſhould ever be called forth by a more 
honourable or more intereſting occaſion. 
When therefore ſuch books, as the Appeal 


to the Common Senſe of all Chriſtian People, 


the Apology of Theophilus Lindſey, the Apo- 
logy of Benjamin Ben Mordecai, are carrying 
conviction to the very hearts both of Clergy 
and Laity, that our Eccleſiaſtical Foundation 


and Superſtructure are utterly diſcordant ; 


why are not the ſtrong reaſons on the oppo- 


ſite ſide brought forth ? Why are we left to 
the ignorant babble of a Layman, and the. 


learned fallacies of a Bingham, or a Ran- 
dolph ? | 


Plain, poſitive, ſubſtantial proof, that 


cannot be gainſaid or doubted, is called 


for, that, in Scripture language, One ſtands 


for Three, and Three for One; that when 
our Saviour expreſsly calls tbe Father the 


only True Gad, he means, at the time, 


that Himſelf, the Son, is the only True God. 


When St. Paul tells us, that there is ut 


One God, the Father, we are above meaſure - 


amazed, that we are required to believe 
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(16) 
Two other Perſons, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoft, to be the ſame One God; that each 
of theſe Three Perſons is“ by Himſelf 
* God, equal in Glory, Majeſty, Eternity, 
© and yet all together but one God.” 


Why is it not made intelligible, even to 


vulgar capacities, to which Chriſt aſſures 


us his Goſpel is peculiarly adapted, that, 
when the rpc lay, As Chriſt is the 
head of the Church, fo the head of Chrift is 

God, the true doctrine intended to be re- 
vealed is, that God is not the head of 


Chriſt, who, being ſupreme God Him- 


ſelf, can havc nothing above Him? Some- 


thing of this kind is earneſtly deſired, in 


language clear, deciſive, conveying ſolid 
ideas, of which the mind may lay hold, 


and feel, and acquieſce in their manifeſt ' 


agreement, 


If this were done, our difficulties would 
vaniſh, and our miniſtry in the Church 
become our joy and delight. In the mean 
time, to tell us that we ought not to ſcru- 
tinize Myſteries, is adding infult to op- 


preſſion. It is our firſt duty to ſcrutinize 


the Goſpel, and to endeavour to under- 
ſtand 
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ſtand whatever it reveals; and we have. 
nothing to do, either as Miniſters pr Chri- 
ſtians, with what it reveals not. There 
is a ſcriptural meaning of the word My- 
ſtery, in which it is a mark of the great 
whore> Surely Proteſtants take it not to 
themſelves in this ſenſe; and in any 
other, it is not myſtery of which we com- 
plain, but to our underſtandings, down 
right and palpable abſurdity, of which 
God could not be the Author; a mere col- 
liſion and repercuſſion of contradictory 
terms, conflicting in irreconcileable war, 
and producing nothing but ſtupefy ing 
darkneſs, and inextricable perplexity and 


- 


confuſion, | 


Whatever learning or reaſon can effect, 
may be expected from our ſhining lights. 
If they either will not, or cannot expli- 
| cate this moſt diſtreſſing difficulty, what 
remains for us, who groan beneath the 
preſſure? Shall we follow the glorious 
example fet by you: and Mr. Lindley ? 
Perhaps we may at laſt feel this extreme 
_ neceſſity, But alas, Sir, who ſhall be 
able to bear it ? Surely it cannot be right to 
expoſe human integrity to fo ſevere a trial. 

| ce Though 


6 


* (84 
Though we could bear to ſtarve ourſelves, 
can we bear to ſtarve 6ur wives, to ſtarve our 
children, who would crynto us for bread ? 
Cold and famine are, at beſt, dreadful 
enemies to combat with ; and ſome of us 
are now declining into the vale of years, 
ſome are ſtruggling with the infirmities of 
decaying health, and all of us unufed 


to the diſcipline of the mattock and the 
ſpade. | | 


How much miſtaken were our fond pa- 
rents, who ſuppofed they provided better 
for us by an expenſive and liberal edu- 
cation? Happy had it been for us, if 
we had been taught to earn honeſt bread 
by the ſweat of our brows; and happy 
for the world, if this wild opinion, un- 
ſupported by political penalties and re- 
wards, had been left, like a ſhade-pro- 


duced plant, to wither in the bright ſun- 
ſhine of ' revelation. 


We are called upon, inhumanly enough, 
by the adverſary, to retire, that is, to make 
room for thoſe who regard onty the loaves 
and fiſhes, with which they hope to feed 
themſelves, or friends. Libera} minds will 


pity, 
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ity, not reproach us. This call we de- 
Foils as it deſerves ;' but we cannot de- 
ſpiſe the voice of conſcience within, which 
ſpeaks to us with the authority of God, 
and commands us to beware; which warns 


us of the precipice, and cautions us to 


weigh well, whether we can juſtify our 
hearts before God, while we officiate in a 
fervice, which militates ſo ſtrongly againſt 
his revelation. This ſacred voice, how- 
ever, at the' ſame time warns us to re- 
member, that we have conſecrated our- 
ſelves to religion, that we have ſolemnly - 


engaged to inſtruct the flock over which 


Providence has placed us, from the word 
of God only, and to teach them what- 


ever we ſhall. find there written. It bids 


us deliberate coolly, whether is more likely 
to promote the ends of true religion ; 
diveſting ourſelves of all intereſt in our 
reſpective congregations, and of all in- 
fluence in future applications for redreſs; 
or continuing with prudence and caution 
in our ſtations, where, though our mini- 
ſtry is greatly impeded, it may produce 
ſome good ; where, though we are ex- 
poſed to the bittereſt reproaches of bad 
men, yet candour will make reaſonable al- 

 'B g' + +  lJownnces, 
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lowances, and perhaps find ſomething to 
commend. | 


They who triumph in the merit of their 
Orthodoxy, if they would look to them- 
ſelves, would not find much whereof to 
boaſt, Their embarraſſment, if they could 
feel it, would be nearly the counterpart of 
ours. For while they hind themſelves to 
the belief of the neceſſity of human Dog- 
mas, they run foul on other parts of the 
Eftabliſhment, which reprobate whatever 
reſts not on the authority of God. What- 
ever conviction they may have of the rec- 
titude of their own opinions, yet, to make 
them neceſſary terms of communion to 
thoſe, who, ſeeing with other eyes, and 
judging with other underſtandings, find no 
evidence at all for them, is an open viola- 
tion of the great principle of Proteſtantiſm, 
which they have engaged to maintain, and 
which ſends men to Scripture, and to 
Scripture only, for Chriſtian information. 
Here they have no ſmall need of recon- 
ciling contradictions. But he this as it 
may; we, who feel ourſelves in a ſituation 
moſt alarming to yirtuous minds, earneſtly 
dchre to move in a line of conduct which 
may 


/ 
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may ſet us in the faireſt light to our Fellow- 
Chriſtians, and find the approbation of 
God himſelf. And we humbly hope that 
he will judge us with compaſſion, with ſome 
paternal indulgence for human infirmity, 
if, after all, it ſhould appear that we ſhould 

have done our duty better by going out. 


In whatever light it may pleaſe our 
heavenly Maſter to regard us, men are 
not always charitable. We are frequently 
reminded, that we ought 70 do no evil, 
that good may come; and whether we read, 
or whether we omit, obnoxious parts of 
the Public Forms, are accuſed of prevari- 
cation. 


It is moſt pitiable, that the anſwer 
we are enabled to give, to theſe merciful 
admonitors, neither puts them to fi- 
lence, nor perhaps fully ſatisfies ourſelves. 
For my own part, 1 dare not but con- 
feſs, that I have not ſo clear a convic- 
tion of the rectitude of remaining in my 
function, as a fincere Chriſtian would 
wiſh to have, in a caſe of ſuch infinite con- 
cern. I ſee, indeed, many reaſons, purely 
of the conſcientious kind, that ſeem to 


Pre- 
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preponderate on that fide. But who will 
ſay, that theſe reaſons are not exceed- 
ingly magnified, when they are viewed 
from a point, from whence the par 
who 1s to decide upon them, can 2 
nothing but the diſmal alternative ei- 
ther of acquieſcing in them, or plung- 
ing into all the miſeries of life. Tre- 
mendous alternative ! from which, ſee- 
ing man will not, may God ſpeedily de- 
liver us! 


If, at laſt, on fuller and maturer con- 
ſideration, we ſhall find the oppoſite rea- 
ſons gaining ſtrength; and if, in conſe- 
quence, we ſhall find it to be clearly in- 
conſiſtent with conſcience, to miniſter in 
antiſcruptural offices, I have habituated my- 
ſelf ( know not how at to think that 
a voluntary reſignation is not the likelieſt 
way to ſerve the cauſe of reformation, In 
your particular fituation, ' you, worthy 
Sir, have judged otherwiſe; and they 
could not be weak reaſons, which deter- 
mined a mind ſo enlightened. By this 
determination you have eaſed a troubled 
conſcience, and ſet an example of Chri- 


ſtian fortitude and Chriſtian integrity, Wy 
wi 
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will endear your name to the lateſt ge- 
nerations. But this is not all; it will have 
many preſent good effects: it will turn the 
minds of ſerious Clergymen to re-examine 
the ground on which they ſtand, Among 
theſe, the humble writer of this letter 
owes you great obligation; your example 
moved him to look through his heart, and 
to draw the portrait, as well as he was 
able, of the difficulties that harraſs it. 


What fingle and unſupported men 
could do, you and Mr. Lindſey have 
done. It is hoped, that ſomething of 
a common ſpirit is now awake, and that 
it would not be impoſſible to find aſſo- 
ciates in a public proteſt, You and Mr. 
Lindſey have ſufficiently proteſted againſt 

the unrighteouſneſs of enforcing unſerip- 
tural forms of worſhip, - What I wiſh to 
recommend is, a Proteſt to be made b 

thoſe who ſtill officiate in the Church, 
againſt reading ſuch parts-of the Liturgy 

as we certainly know, or are * 2 ps 
to be contrary to God's Word. 


Such a Proteſt has never yet been tried, 
and no one can Pensum, that, in the hands 


of 
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of Providence, it would not produce happy 
conſequences. By the fundamental principles 
of Proteſtantiſm, we have a clear indefeaſible 
right to make it; of which nothing can 
deprive us, nor we, without dilclaiming 
our allegiance to God, renounce If men 
may make Religion what they pleaſe, 
Jeſus Chriſt came down from heaven in 
vain. 


If we thus avail ourſelves of our great 


Chriſtian Privilege, this will at leaſt con- 


vince mankind of our ſincerity; and if, 
in conſequence, we ſhould be legally ſent 
naked and deſtitute into the world, with 


all our infirmities and incumbrances upon 


us, this would hardly fail of intereſting 
good men in the cauſe; and, perhaps, in 
concluſion, might bring true Goſpel-Chri- 


ſtianity to a full and free eſtabliſhment. 


Such a meaſure, I hope and truſt, wants 
only a Leader of conſequence and charac- 
ter. Your preſent correſpondent is too in- 


conſiderable, in rank and abilities, to arro- 


gate Precedence. In the numerous body of 
oppreſſed Clergymen, there are doubtleſs 


many, who would exert all honeſt and righ- 
| teous 


1 

teous endeavours to ſerve the cauſe of God 
and Chriſt. If but twenty, if but ten, 
can be united, God, who is the Patron 
of integrity, will bring ſome good from 
it, and it will be glorious to be inſtru- 


ments in his hands. 


The ſame God, worthy Sir, will not fail 
to reward you: and that he may give 
daily increaſing influence to your example, 
is the ardent and ſincere prayer of 


Your moſt affectionate 
Brother in Chriſt, 


A ſuffering Miniſter of the Church. 
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